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OECD countries made substantial 
progress in reducing mortality ratesprogress in reducing mortality rates
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Mortality Rate and GDP per capita, 1980-2013
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(accessed 14 November 2013); Heston A. et al.et al. (2011), “Penn World Table Version 7.0”, Center for International Comparisons of Production, 
Income and Prices at the University of Pennsylvania,  https://pwt.sas.upenn.edu/php_site/pwt_index.php (accessed 15 January 2014); OECD 
(2013d), “Gross domestic product (GDP) MetaData : GDP per capita, USD, constant prices, reference year 2005”, OECD National Accounts 
Statistics (database), OECD National Accounts Statistics (database), http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/na-data-en (accessed 14 November 2013).



Inequality across OECD countriesq y

Lost Lives and Economic Damages per OECD 
Income Quartile, 1995-2010

500

600

25

30

35

no
m
ic
 D
am

ag
es

te
d 
 L
os
t L
iv
es
 

Q ,

200

300

400

15

20

25

Ac
cu
m
ul
at
ed

 E
o

Ac
cu
m
ul
a t

0

100

200

0

5

10

Source: EM-DAT: The OFDA/CRED International Disaster Database  www emdat be - Université catholique de Louvain - Brussels - Belgium; 
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OECD countries quartiles increasing in their GDP/capital in 2012

Lost Lives (thousands)  Economic Damages (USD billion)

Source: EM DAT: The OFDA/CRED International Disaster Database, www.emdat.be Université catholique de Louvain Brussels Belgium; 
OECD (2013), “Gross domestic product (GDP)  MetaData : GDP per capita, US$, constant prices, reference year 2005”, National Accounts 
OECD Statistics Database, accessed on 14 November 2013, http://stats.oecd.org/



Frequency and severity of major crises have 
been increasing in many countriesbeen increasing in many countries

• USD 1.5 trillion in economic damages from man‐USD 1.5 trillion in economic damages from man
made and natural disasters in OECD and BRIC 
countries over the last decade 

• Some disasters caused economic losses in excess of
10% ‐ 20% of GDP (Chile, NZ), but it‘s especially local
economies that are hit hard

• Persistent socio‐economic vulnerabilities persist and 
h d d kin many cases have increased disaster risk 



Total disasters increased from around 100 per 
year 1980’s to 200-300 annually since 2000year 1980 s to 200-300 annually since 2000

Number of annual disasters in OECD and BRIC countries, 1980-2012
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Major disasters produced significant economic 
losseslosses 

Economic Losses across OECD and BRIC countries, 1980-2012
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Risk drivers: Rapid urbanization and higher 
concentration of assets in urban areasconcentration of assets in urban areas

Urban and rural population in the world and the 
OECD 1950 2030
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The socio-economic vulnerability of elder 
populations in OECD countriespopulations in OECD countries

• Hurricane Sandy (20212): Half of the total fatalities were y ( )
people above the age of 65 years. 

• Hurricane Katrina (2005): 71 % of the total fatalities were 
people above 60 years old people above 60 years old 

• European heat wave (2003): Most fatalities were elderly 
people who died alone in their homes unable to cope with the 
hi h t t  high temperatures 



Risk drivers: Ageing societies increase 
social vulnerabilitysocial vulnerability 
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Increasing ageing society during the 
last decadelast decade

30.00%

Percentage of population aged 65 and over across OECD countries, 2000-2012

25.00%

30.00%

5 
an

d 
ov

er

Japan

15.00%

20.00%

pu
la

tio
n 

ag
ed

 6 Japan
Italy
Mexico
Germany
United States

5.00%

10.00%

rc
en

ta
ge

 o
f p

op

United States
Spain
Korea
OECD - Total

0.00%
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Pe
r

Source: OECD (2014), “Demography and Population” database, OECD publishing, retrieved from http://stats.oecd.org/



OECD Recommendation on the 
Governance of Critical Risks

1. Establish a comprehensive, all-hazard and trans-
b d  h  i k   h  i l 

Governance of Critical Risks

boundary approach to risk governance at the national 
level

2. Anticipate and build preparedness through foresight p p p g g
capacities and financing frameworks

3. Raise awareness to foster whole-of-society 
investments in preventionp

4. Develop adaptive and inter-agency crisis 
management capacities 

5 Include principles of good governance in risk 5. Include principles of good governance in risk 
management decision-making including 
transparency, accountability and continuous 
improvementimprovement
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