Second Session of the Regional Platform for DisastRisk Reduction in the Americas,
Nuevo Vallarta, Nayarit, Mexico, March 15-17, 2011

Communiqué from Nuevo Vallarta, Nayarit, Mexico onLines of Action to Strengthen
Disaster Risk Reduction in the Americas

Revised version with comments from plenary session
March 24, 2011

The participants in the Second Session of the ReagiBlatform for Disaster Risk Reduction,
representatives of States and Territories, localeguments, international, regional and
subregional agencies, civil society, the acaderséigentific and private sectors from North
America, Central America, South America and thel&an.

Meeting in Nayarit, Mexico to contribute to and jbert of the process of developing a regional

development agenda that explicitly and effectivabludes disaster risk reduction along with the

considerations of adaptation to climate changesgmithis statement as a contribution to promote
and reinforce the development of the countriestamitories of the region, in which we express

our concerns and proposals, so that they be takteraccount at the next session of the Global
Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction to be heldfr8-13 May 2011 in Geneva, Switzerland, and

for their consideration in the outcomes and managemechanisms resulting therefrom;

1. We express our solidarity with and condolences to the peagfl@apan for the earthquake and
tsunami of 11 March 2011, the consequences of witiake evident the need to prioritize
DRR at the highest level of action;

2. We recognize the actions and efforts for disaster risk reduc{ibRR) being undertaken by
the countries of the region and by respectivetintins;

3. We recognize that for numerous factors the region of the Anasiis highly vulnerable to the
potential hazard posed by natural, socio-naturdlitanhnological events to which all of the
region’s countries are to a greater or lesser &xgposed; recent experience has shown that
these phenomena can lead to a high cost in hunfana well as economic and
environmental losses that set back national efftotsadvance along the road to the
development of countries and communities, espgcia# poorest and most disadvantaged.
This has been demonstrated by the recent large-stishsters affecting Haiti, Chile,
Venezuela, Bolivia, Peru, Colombia, Brazil and @uatla, as well as other disasters, which,
although on a smaller scale and less visible, o@peatedly at the local level;

4. We underscore the fact that this priority of developing a hentigfic development agenda
that explicitly and effectively includes disast&krreduction is taking place in a context of
declining cooperation resources in many countrfeb@region, because they are considered
to be middle income countries. However, these t@mmstill have enormous inequalities in
income generation and distribution and in local agggment capacity for the sustainable use
of natural resources, which translates into thesgaree of significant pockets of extreme
poverty;

5. Taking into consideration the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reductloeld in
agreement with the United Nations General AsserRagolution 58/214, which adopted the
Hyogo Declaration and the Hyogo Framework for Act?905-2015: Building the Resilience
of Nations and Communities to Disasters;

6. Remembering the United Nations General Assembly Resolutior26@/of December 21,
2009 which refers to the report of the Secretarpg®al on implementation of the
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International Strategy for Disaster Reduction amat specifies guidelines for strengthening
the work done; Resolution 65/1 of October 19, 2bil®hich the member countries reaffirm
their commitments to attaining the Millennium Deyainent Goals; and taking into account
Resolution 57/270B of June 23, 2003 on the integraind coordinated implementation and
monitoring of decisions adopted at large Unitedidtest economic and social conferences and
summit meetings;

Remembering, in addition, the Declaration of the Incheon Conference, “Buidia Local
Government Alliance for Disaster Risk Reductionglchin August 2009, which lays the
groundwork for the World Disaster Reduction Campal@aking Cities Resilient: My City
is getting ready” which considers the progressefinitiative for safe schools and hospitals;

Taking note of the decisions adopted by the Climate Changdetemce in Cancun, Mexico
(COP 16/CMP 6) in December 2010, in particular diécome of the work of the Ad Hoc
Working Group on long-term Cooperative Action undbe Convention, which makes
reference to the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) an instrument to be considered
within strategies for climate change variabilitydaadaptation and disaster risk reduction
associated with these types of events and witldrChncun Adaptation Framework;

Taking note of Resolution 65/264 of January 28, 2011 by thth G8enary of the United
Nations General Assembly, in which it calls on M@mBtates and United Nations response
agencies to promote a shift in emphasis from disastlief to sustainable development
assistance in global cooperation projects, andhiclwthe Assembly likewise urges updating
of early warning systems, improvement of disasteparedness, and implementation of risk
reduction measures;

Taking note of the decisions adopted by the Cancun Declaraifaie XXI Summit of the
Rio Group and the Latin America and Caribbean ingit on Integration and Development
(CALC for its Spanish acronym) in the Mayan RivieMexico on 23 February 2010, in
particular the decisions on cooperation among regi@and subregional mechanisms for
integration, social development, eradication of demand poverty, food security, climate
change, disasters and South-South cooperation;

Reaffirming the role of the Regional Platform for DisasterkRReduction in the Americas as
a broad-based, ongoing and inclusive forum, whaspgse is to bring together existing
subregional platforms, national platforms, governimaggencies, United Nations Agencies,
intergovernmental organizations in the region, Ice@ciety organizations, regional and
subregional organizations, non-governmental orgdioas, funding institutions, the
academic and scientific communities, the privatgae civil society in general, members of
the ISDR systeminter alia, to advocate for disaster risk reduction and tatHee primary
regional mechanism for guiding the implementatidrthe Hyogo Framework for Action
(HFA); recognizing in addition that the Regionahtfbrm acts as a bridge for communication
between national and global platforms;

Reaffirming that the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: IBung the Resilience of
Nations and Communities to Disasters defines tiwifies and lines of action for achieving
objectives related to disaster risk reduction amdlding the resilience of nations and
communities throughout the region, at all terrabfevels, in the face of all types of natural,
socio-natural and technological hazards;

Taking note of the work for promoting good practices on disagisk reduction by the
Organization of American States (OAS) and its sgdezeid entities and encouraging the Inter-
American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM) toontinue promoting cooperation and
collaboration among member States, multilateraheigs, and regional organizations;
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Underscoring progress being achieved at the national level els a8 the work of different
regional bodies and mechanisms and those for sigi@gcoordination to advance and
consolidate achievements toward disaster risk teu¢(DRR), including the considerations
of climate change adaptation (CCA) in the regiomicly has enabled the preparation,
adoption and implementation of strategies, policipens and programs that articulate
regional and subregional efforts and strengtheimomalt capacities, including: the Central
American Policy for Integral Disaster Risk ManageméSICA/CEPREDENAC-PCGIR);
Andean Strategy for Disaster Prevention and Rel{€AN/CAPRADE-EAPAD);
Comprehensive  Disaster Management:  Strategy and gr&dmo  Framework
(CARICOM/CDEMA-CDM) for the Caribbean region; antet Specialized Meeting on
Social and Natural Disaster Risk Reduction, Civikefénse, Civil Protection, and
Humanitarian Assistance (REHU-MERCOSUR), as wellttes Association of Caribbean
States’ 2008 Saint Marc Plan of Action and the 2R0T1 Plan of Action resulting from the
Red Cross’ Inter-American Conference;

Underscoring the dialogue and instruments developed by thenl&therican and Caribbean
States, with support from the Office for the Conadion of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in
the process of the Regional Meetings of InternafioMechanisms for Humanitarian
Assistance (Mexico 2008, Florianopolis, Brazil 20B@&enos Aires, Argentina 2010), which
allows for the exchange of experiences, consengildiig and the development of specific
tools for strengthening coordination of humanitariassistance, including aspects of
sustainability in the context of disaster risk retiton;

Recognizing the role of the national systems for disaster ris#luction as well as civil
protection and defense, including the support awperation provided by the National Red
Cross societies;

Underscoring the work of coordination and regional consensukiimg of the Forum for
Subregional Coordination and Cooperation MechanismBisaster Risk Management in the
Americas;

Taking note of the progress reports on implementation of tR&Ht the various levels, and
the outcomes of the HFA Mid-Term Review;

Recognizing the relevance of the World Disasters Report 20EOcus on Urban Risk by the
International Federation of Red Cross and Red @rgs8ocieties and of the Views from the
Frontline report by the Global Network of Civil Sety Organizations for Disaster Reduction
on progress toward implementation of the HFA atitical level;

Taking note of the considerations on the economic impact ofasters and the
recommendations along these lines set forth inr¢élsent World Bank and United Nations
publication Natural Hazards, UnNatural Disasterse Economics of Effective Prevention
and the different seminars and meetings organigetdoUNISDR, in conjunction with many
national and international agencies, organizatiand bodies with regard to the need to
increase public investment in DRR;

Highlighting that the ultimate goal of actions aimed at redyi¢ive risk of disaster, including
food security as well as climate change variabitityd adaptation, is to contribute to the
achievement of a sustainable and socially inclusieselopment in harmony with the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and considerihg cross-cutting themes of gender
and cultural diversity;

Recognizing that in an increasingly interdependent world, doeurrence of disasters can
have an impact that extends beyond national bardiersome cases forcing processes of
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displacement and migration of population group$gciihng the development processes of
these groups and of the areas of refuge;

Reaffirming that securing the progress made with respect tdR CdRd resolving the
challenges to sustainable development imposed ibyatd change and variability require
strategies for strengthening capacities, in pdeidine capacity for resource management and
civil society participation in the formulation ofiblic policies, at all levels; and

Building on the contributions of the | Session of the RegidPlatform held in Panama in
March 2009, the Chair's summary of the Il Sessibthe Global Platform held in Geneva in
June 2009, the conclusion of the Il Hemisphericdamter held in Santa Marta, Colombia in
April 2010, and taking into account the themes alnjgctives of the Il Session of the Global
Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction to be heldMay 2011 in Geneva, Switzerland, and
having examined the outcomes of the multi-stakedroddirvey for identifying the main lines
of action and mechanisms to enable and accelef@R &hd CCA established in the regfon,
as well as the outcome of the different sessiothd thering this Il Session of the Regional
Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction;

WE HEREBY DECLARE our commitment to the guidingrmiiples of DRR set forth in the HFA
and those for CCA and we strongly encourage, bynsi@ this Statement, the consideration of
these priorities defined by the institutions angagaments of the Americas, in the framework of
the upcoming lll Session of the Global Platform RR. Likewise, we strongly encourage
action to be taken by all States and Territoriegjanal and subregional agencies, civil society,
the academic, scientific and private sectors, ma#onal agencies, and, in general, all those
stakeholders committed to the development of tloples of the region to:
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With regards to the consolidation of the regulatoryand institutional frameworks that
prioritize DRR and CCA as explicit sustainable deviepment objectives at the national,
subnational and local levelsUrgently advance the integration of DRR and CCAiqies,
regulatory frameworks and development plans. We stiongly encourage governments and
cooperation entities to jointly promote permaneaining and capacity building programs for
national and local authorities and officials, conmitigs, civil society and the private sector
on the regulatory and institutional frameworks io@@l, local) that provide the
underpinnings of the integration of DRR and CCAointhe context of sustainable
development. We encourage promotion of the desighimplementation of results-based
management instruments, for example the developofegtaluation systems, which enable
the continuing review and adjustment of the proagsmplementation of the regulatory and
institutional frameworks, including roles and resgibilities and in particular accountability,
with consideration for multi-stakeholder represéata with all actors of civil society and the
participation of all sectors and levels of governine

In terms of the process of knowledge generation aht risk in a context of multiple
hazards: We invite government entities at the national, retlonal and local levels to
allocate resources and create management mechaftismpsomoting the strengthening of
ties among the academic sector, the private sacibrivil society that support research and
development that lead to concrete proposals fdndathe challenges for articulating DRR
and CCA in development processes with particulangcat the local level.

We also strongly encourage promotion of the devetagt and use of methodologies for the
production and evaluation of multi-hazard risk so@s that have flexible data requirements
and are adaptable to different geographical and scales and we seek to have the process of

! The outcome of the survey can be seemvatv.eird.org
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knowledge generation on risk include community ipgration and consider traditional and
ancestral community knowledge. With special intere® encourage promotion of capacity
building for evaluating and generating knowledgeuwtlthe environmental, economic and
financial implications of DRR and CCA, as well asmotion of the establishment of
procedures for conducting an ongoing assessmenthef levels of risk that public
infrastructure might be exposed to, with specidénence to schools, hospitals, and basic
services (water, sustainable food production, gnempmmunications and roads); and
additionally, the strengthening of systems for eliey oceans and territorial observation to
ensure the availability of relevant informationppted and channeled to the local context and
indigenous languages, for the development of eadyning systenfs with an approach
based on active community participation, recogmjzthe importance of reaching those
population groups that should be warned, and eaging and motivating the informative
and educational role of the mass media.

Regarding the use of knowledge, innovation and edation for developing a culture of
prevention and resilience at all levels:We call upon the entities responsible for the
definition of the educational policies at the natbh subnational and local levels to promote
the inclusion of DRR as a cross-cutting elemenhiwithe education system in all its facets
and at all levels, adapted to the specific condgiof the geographic areas where educational
activities occur, and promoting the rights of chéld and students of all ages to an education.
We strongly encourage national, subnational andllgovernments to promote the creation
and dissemination of information services tailorem specific users (public sector,
communities, individuals) that support DRR and C@Acision-making processes. We
encourage the design and implementation of perntareemmmunication strategies
surrounding DRR and CCA targeting specific audispceeaching urban and rural
communities and adapted as necessary to localresltand languages and including the
analysis and dissemination of relevant DRR and @&periences. We highlight the need to
involve the media to partake in formal educatiqmalcesses surrounding DRR. We strongly
encourage ministries of education, universities atfier entities for higher education to take
on a proactive role in DRR and to efficiently makse of the network of universities and
other scientific and educational entities in orttercontribute to the implementation of the
HFA and provide substantive scientific inputs tiated political decision-making processes.

With regard to the reduction of underlying risk factors: We encourage promotion of the
design of management instruments to ensure médsurereases in the inclusion of DRR
and CCA criteria in processes for land use plan@ng public investment at the local,
national and regional levels, including a focusgender as a cross-cutting issue. We support
the development and strengthening of capacitiesnfanaging economic resources and
human capital and of productive abilities, beaiimgnind the achievement of DRR and CCA
objectives as a necessary condition for attainhrgg Millennium Development Goals. We
encourage the design and implementation of finhresavices appropriate to the specific
needs of the different types of populations, sa ti@se groups can implement DRR
measures and include aspects relating to CCA, asdavings and credit plans, macro and
micro insurance, reduced insurance premiums foilifsntax breaks for businesses. We
also encourage the design and implementation dicjpatory plans and policies including
aspects of food security, rural development, emvirent, economy and production, so that
relevant development sectors include DRR and CCA.

2 Early warning systems (EWS) designed in accordavittethe criteria established by the Platform thoe
Promotion of Early Warning of the Internationala&&égy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR).



29.In terms of preparedness for effective disaster rgmnse at all levels:We strongly
encourage national, subnational and local govertengéa develop and/or oversight
instruments to ensure that disaster risk redugtienhanisms are integrated into post-disaster
recovery and rehabilitation activities. It is imtant to improve instruments that facilitate
access to financial reserves and special finamthanisms created to transfer risk and
support effective response and processes for eadgvery from disaster. Likewise, to
promote ongoing review and development of the mespacapacity of all corresponding
territorial entities and levels, with particular phasis on urban and rural areas. To strengthen
the development of protocols (national, internalprand procedures for facilitating the
compilation and sharing of information during enarges and disasters; compatible damage
assessment methods and identification of posttdisaseds; promote compilation, analysis,
systematization and dissemination of lessons learaed good practices regarding
experiences with early disaster assistance andeeggoromote strengthening of regulatory
frameworks and guidelines that support the rapidelly intervention of the international
community in disasters, taking into consideratiamong other things, the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Soc{#fiRE) International Disaster Response
Laws, Rules and Principles (IDRL). To promote awass-raising surrounding national
legislature and frameworks relating to emergencypagament, in particular with relation to
declarations of emergency and disasters; raiseem&as surrounding the mechanisms and
instruments for coordination of response and hutagan assistance available throughout
the hemisphere and at all levels, global (through United Nations System), regional
(through the Inter-American System) and subregi@mabugh CAPRADE, CEPREDENAC,
CDEMA and REHU).

Recommendations to the Global Platform

30. We invite national, subnational and local governtseto establish and/or strengthen
mechanisms that enable the joint, continuous re@ERRR strategies, plans, programs, and
actions, including considerations for CCA, ensunigticipation of all relevant stakeholders
and with the support of regional and subregion@rgovernmental agencfes

31. We strongly encourage international cooperatiomeigs and mechanisms to support actions
for DRR, including considerations for CCA, as wa#i any agencies involved in sectoral
development issues and cross-cutting themes togstren coordination mechanisms and
promote synergies in the implementation of suppmgrams at all levels

32. We urge the development and strengthening of hot@@ooperation mechanisms on issues
regarding DRR, including considerations of CCA, hiit the framework of sustainable
development, that includes technology transferwktadge sharing, and the dissemination of
lessons learned and good practices such as the INDM

33. We reiterate that DRR, including considerationsG&A, are fundamental to sustainable
development and human security and therefore tksges should be explicitly linked to the
realization of the MDGs;

34. We urge the international community to continuecitstribution and support to this priority
issue, and to consider the major inequalities asgadities that persist in middle income
countries, and where the setting up of a regioeaébpment agenda that explicitly includes

3 See annex 1 surrounding the specific recommentatinade by the representatives of the local
governments

* See annex 2 for the specific recommendations rggerticipants surrounding the role of women at th
grassroots level



35.

36.

37.

38.

DRR and takes into account considerations of gentter particular needs of highly
vulnerable sectors of society and cultural divgrsis hindered by significant gaps in
management capacity at the local level;

We underscore the need to reinforce, from a suatéen development perspective, a
comprehensive view towards land-use managementdiveisity, fragile ecosystems,
environmental degradation processes, and wateun@s® management as factors that can
positively or negatively contribute to reducing meitability to different types of hazards and
therefore to disaster risk management. Along tliees, we consider it fundamental for DRR
to be included in meetings of Heads of State / @Gowent and Ministers, such as for
example the upcoming Rio +20 Earth Summit to bd heR012 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil;

We underscore the need to strengthen linkages anidR&-related actions being
implemented at the national, subnational and Iteadls. In this context, we recognize the
importance of advancing with implementation of daenpaign “Making Cities Resilient: My
city is getting ready”;

Lastly, we invite national, subnational and localgrnments to apply, monitor, and report on
progress in the implementation of the decisiongtatbat major United Nations conferences
and summits on topics related to achievement oMhiennium Development Goals, DRR
and CCA.

The participants thank the secretariat of the hat#onal Strategy for Disaster Reduction
(UNISDR), all entities that facilitated the thentatind parallel sessions, the United Nations
system agencies, the Organization of American S{@&AS) and its specialized entities, the
Government of Mexico, and in particular the Goveentrof Nayarit for the organization and
support provided to this Il Session of the Regidnlaltform for Disaster Risk Reduction in
the Americas.



Annex 1: Recommendations made by local governmengsirrounding the communiqué of
Nayarit®

e Point 1: Highlight municipal governments and other locatoeg as relevant and
protagonistic actors for the implementation of Regional Platform

* Points 2 and 33:Include the local and municipal reach. Additidpabroaden the
concept of safe city’ in the framework of hanagement for integral and sustainable
social developmerit rather than just in terms of the issue of disasigk reduction
(include development actions intrinsic to citiesl amthropic events generated therein).

* Point 3: Leave the paragraph up to the text ‘Guatemala’inollide Peru among the
countries having suffered damages due to events.

e Point 11: Explicitly include municipal and local governmengs relevant and
protagonistic actors for the implementation of Regional Platform

e« Point 21: It is necessary to also mention that displacemetés occur at the
“interlocal” level, within the same cities or regions

* Point 24: Include municipal and local governments as releaad protagonistic actors
for the implementation of the Regional Platform

* Point 25: Replace the initial text with: “We invite nationaubnational, municipal and
local governments”

* Points 26 and 28:Include subnational, municipal and local governrmem relevant
and protagonistic actors for the implementatiothefRegional Platform

e Point 30: Add to the end of the paragraph: with emphasis amiapal and local
governments as fundamental actors.

» Point 32: Add to this phrase: and in a direct way to local erunicipal governments.

* Point 34: Replace the text “national and subnational” witttal and municipal” given
that the context of this paragraph is applicablénéolocal.

* Point 35: Modify the initial text as follows: Finally, we irte national, subnational,
municipal and local governments.

< Additionally, we also suggest including the recomdetions brought forth during the
Thematic Session on the Global Campaign for Resiliaties, including the following:

RESILIENT CITIES CAMPAIGN

* The municipalities and cities are the first to @ in the face of a disaster and,
therefore, should be the first level of actionreducing risk and creating resilience.

* As such, from now until 2015 we should advancé@HALLENGES)

® This annex compiles the comments made by reprathess of the local governments regarding the draft
version of the communiqué of Nayarit, which wassprded during the last plenary session of the
Regional Platform.



Uniting efforts to achieve a political, administvat and legal framework that grants
rights, capacities and resources to the municiptditachieving resilient cities.

Creating and strengthening decentralized, intepsalicand cross-cutting State policies
that define the responsibilities of all sectors anel coordinated by municipalities and
local authorities.

Finding a way to guarantee resources, capacitiesyledge and tools for managing the
municipality and achieving resilience and sustailitgb

Finding a way to raise awareness among decisioreraai all levels to commit to and
apply policies and means for creating disaster @mérgency resilience at the local
level.

Reviewing and reformulating local development plorsntegrating risk reduction in a
cross-cutting way in all areas of development,udtig social, economic, productive,
environmental, political, etc. in order to achieesilience.

Achieving meaningful participation, creating andesgthening networks, establishing
mechanisms for social auditing as strategic andsecoitting aspects of risk reduction
processes.

Finding ways and strategies that define the comidbs, obligations and
responsibilities of all sectors: State, local goweents, the private sector, communities,
etc.

Strategies that are promoted at the internatiorelesby the United Nations, UNISDR,
the Resilient Cities global campaign, avenues foovkdedge and collaboration that
reach the local, municipal, subnational levelshaitt intermediaries and finding a way
so that in the future a greater number of local eoehmunity authorities as well as
other individuals that represent the interestsitésc and communities participate in
these types of events and meetings.

As mayors, we should commit to:

Working towards achieving municipal autonomy

Becoming promoters and leaders of the Global Cagnpfir Disaster Risk Reduction
at the national, subnational and local levels.

Promoting budgetary increases aimed at strengtberapacities for resilience at the
municipal level.

Advocating among international and national ergiti® make resources available
through coordination with local governments as & whstrengthening autonomy and
capacities.

Understanding and guaranteeing that civil society seen as integral to local
government rather than as external.



* Empowering and guaranteeing that all members of society take ownership of the
need to raise awareness surrounding the risks amki towards investing in disaster
risk reduction in order to create resilience.

Signatures of those present:

Rpte. de la Alcaldia de Santa Fe

Alcalde de la municipalidad @&Bio Bio, Rpte de la
Asociacion de municipalidades Indigenas

Alcalde de la municipalidad de HealpRpte de la
Asociacion de la Region del Bio Bio

FOPAE, Alcaldia Mayor de Bogota

Secretaria de Gobierno Alediteyor de Bogota

William Andrey Espinosa Rpte. de la Alcaldia de Palmira, Dpto del Valle del

Argentina:

Eduardo Aguirre
Chile:

Felix Vita Manquepi

Marcelo Rivera
Colombia:

Guillermo Escobar

Olga Lucia Velasquez

Rojas
Costa Rica:

Lorena Romero
Ecuador:

Ricardo Pefiaherrera
El Salvador:

Luis Hernandez
Honduras:

Luis Enrrique Urrutia
Mexico:

Salvador Mendoza

Castillo
Nicaragua:

Hugo Ruiz Urbina

Cauca

Rpte. de la Alcaldia de San José

Rpte. del Municipio de Quito

Rpte. de la Alcaldia de Santa Tecla

Rpte. de la Alcaldia de Teigatpa

Rpte. de la alcaldia de Morelia

Alcaldia Quezalguaque, Rpte dddamcomunidad Rio
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Peru:

And

Ansia Alvarez

Tomas V. Andia
Crisostomo

Gina Chambi

Jaime Valdes

Pablo Camus

Telica

Rpte. de la Mancomunidad Cuenca FRica

Alcaldia de Tupac Amaru — Pisco, Presidente de la
Asociacion de Municipalidades — Pisco - Peru

Instituto Metropolitano de Planificagi®unicipio
Lima

Rpte. ONU — HABITAT

Rpte. de Placodes
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Annex 2: recommendations issued by a set of pradtihers (spanning grassroots
organizations, regional and national government baods) concerning Women's
Empowerment and Gender Equity in DRR

Context statement:

The interregional workshop, in its parallel sessmn Women’s Empowerment and Gender
Equity in DRR and in the Civil Society Dialogue itthe Under Secretary General,
underscored that grassroots women’s groups havegethas accomplished DRR practitioners
and organized constituencies pressing for gendatadde, resilient building local development
approaches in high risk urban and rural areas sathesAmericas.

Noting that:
* Local women'’s groups have assumed a variety osraheluding:

0 mapping risks and vulnerabilities in order to edec@sidents and local authorities on
threats,

0 pioneering innovative urban and rural developmeogreaches that reduce women’s
vulnerability to climate and disaster threats,

o initiating partnerships with, and educating localtherities on, the urgency of
establishing participatory DRR plans and prograniih vat risk citizen groups and
securing budget allocations for this work, and

0 pressing for new public policies, programs and leisithat support women'’s leadership
in collaborative local DRR and resilient developmeitiatives.

« The gender equity principles of governments andititions in relation to DRR and
resilient development tend to be divorced from dmmunity based implementation
processes that require and reward the active Isligeof grassroots women’s organization;
2) public budget lines or 3) sustained monitorinyd aevaluation of gender equality
programs and policies

« Facilitating the local implementation of the Hyofoamework for Action has emerged as
even more essential in the period 20122015.

A set of practitioners (spanning grassroots organizations, regional and national government
bodies) issued the following four recommendations

Recommendations

1. The innovative practices of grassroots womenigaizations and their work
experiences surrounding community resilience, aitbestral knowledge, are:3/25/11

a) essential elements to creating new public pdi@nd participatory public planning
mechanisms. Such policies and planning mechanishasilds be formally featured and
incentivized in the annual work plan of regionatites (for example with CEPREDENAC for
Guatemala and Honduras in 2012).

b) operating at a scale, and with such potenttzt tsupport should be allocated to

strengthening networks of grassroots women and agrityngroups as a means to capitalize on
their capacity and legitimize their participatianvulnerability reduction and resilience building

in hazard prone areas.

2. The formalization of effective societies andatieins are built and legitimized through public
mechanisms for association, memorandums of unaelisig and agreements. These tools must
now be applied to consolidating working partnershéymong grassroots women’s community
based organizations and networks and governmental (fo regional) in relation to advancing
Hyogo Framework for Action.
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3. Regional institutions and United Nation agenciesmplement their gender equality
commitments, should mandate and dedicate a podidheir financial assistance to
member governments to:

budget lines underwriting the participation of gra®ts women’s groups in
local disaster risk reduction and resilient deveiept initiatives,

establish incentives for engaging local women’sugsoin nontraditional DRR
processes (e.g. hazard resistant construction uhetaond safety monitoring of
infrastructure and basic services).

4. UNISDR, through its global and regional officasd partners, should focus on
accelerating the development of the Community Rraers Platform for Resilience as
a stakeholder mechanism essential to facilitategparticipation of diverse community
groups who, despite shouldering the disproporterairden of climate and disaster
risks, typically are marginalized from developmant vulnerability reduction decision
making and otherwise ‘represented’ by intermedsarie
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