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Dear Friends in Humanitarian Efforts,  
As you are aware, children are among the most vulnerable in the event of a disaster.   In an effort to address this growing concern and adhering to the children’s right’s commitment, the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR) in accordance with The World Disaster Reduction Campaign has partnered with UNICEF, IFRC, Plan International and European Commission Humanitarian Aid Department (ECHO) to introduce the “Disaster Risk Reduction Begins at School” Art Contest and awareness campaign.  
The contest has been created as a fun and creative forum to educate children ages 5-12 of potential risks, to teach preventative behavior, and reinforce schools as safe havens in the event of a disaster.  To effectively reach children in all of Latin America and the Caribbean, however, your assistance as educators is vital.  Therefore, please accept this cordial invitation to lead your country in the campaign to educate and empower our youth through awareness by encouraging the schools in your service area to participate in this Disaster Risk Reduction Art Contest. 
How can you help?  We ask that you share the attached letter with the schools in your service area and encourage their participation in this imperative campaign.  The campaign Toolkit link, www.eird.org/herramientas, offers all the directional and promotional materials needed to begin the awareness campaign and Art Contest.  The materials can be reproduced as needed from this link.  In addition, the Suggestions for use of Materials and Teacher’s Guide for Lesson Planning (under the Education Campaign Tab of the Toolkit) are useful guides in directing you to age appropriate materials for use in introducing the theme in the classroom and throughout the community.
Participation in the contest can be as simple or as elaborate as each school chooses.  The simplest of contests can include:
· Printing and posting the posters and brochures (artwork available in the ToolKit Education Campaign Tab) in the school or community to promote the contest.

· Using the Teacher’s Guide and Suggested use of Materials (under the Education Tab) to create a lesson plan on the theme of Disaster Risk Reduction and utilizing classroom instruction time to educate students while introducing the Art Contest to build enthusiasm.
· Allow children some time to create their entries in class or encourage children to work on their entry at home and return them to school for participation in the local judging and regionally if selected as one of the finalists in your community.
· Create a panel of 3-5 local judges to select no more than 3 finalists from each age group to represent their school in the final judging.   The judges should use the criteria outlined in the Contest Rules. 
· Forward the finalist’s artwork to the UNICEF Panama office for participation in the final judging.  All entries must be received by August 31, 2007  (Address: Art Contest UN/ISDR, P.O. Box 0843-03045, Panama)
Finally, to make this Disaster Risk Reduction Art Contest and awareness campaign a success, points of contact for each country are needed.  Responsibilities of the point of contact would include following up with schools in your country to encourage and support participation.  If you can serve as one of your country’s point of contacts or can recommend someone, please forward the contact’s name, phone number and email address so they can be added to our mailing list.
Thank you in advance for your support in this imperative mission of the World Disaster Reduction Campaign. Please direct any questions to concursopintura@eird.org   
Sincerely, 

Lydia Lopez Friedmann
concursopintura@eird.org  
Tel: +507-317-1124
