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A.- Introduction

The Secretary General’s Report for the Substantive Session of ECOSOC, to be held in Geneva in July 2001, contains an analysis of the first year and a half for the implementation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. The reports includes the following sections:

· The impact of natural and related environmental and technological disasters;

· The ISDR: conceptual underpinnings; 

· Implementation of ISDR (including contributions from UN agencies); 

· Institutional arrangements; and

· Conclusions and recommendations.

In addition to the general achievements and considerations presented in the SG Report, the following Information Note concentrates on major outputs related to the work of the Secretariat for ISDR during the last seven-month period (October 2000 to May 2001). For the previous period (January to October 2000) the Information Note: The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction – Getting off the ground in year 2000, from 5 October 2000, is available upon request.

The present document summarises the achievements of the Secretariat for ISDR in relation to its Work Plan for 2001. 

B.- The scope and challenge of the Secretariat for the ISDR

The mandate of ISDR is to increase the profile of disaster reduction by limiting or avoiding social and economic losses and build disaster resilient communities. This endeavour can be best achieved by bringing people and organisations from various relevant sectors together in a multi-disciplinary, and inclusive professional relationship. The ISDR Secretariat plays a bridging and facilitating role to pursue the principles outlined in the “Framework for Action for the implementation of the ISDR” (endorsed at the third Task Force meeting in May, 2001) 

As stated in the Work Plan for 2001, in seeking to promote the objectives of the Strategy, the Secretariat carries out a range of functions which include the formulation of policies in respect to disaster reduction, inter-agency coordination, advocacy and the promotion of increased awareness of the importance of disaster reduction. In this context the Secretariat plays an important facilitating role by servicing the Inter-Agency Task Force and its Working Groups and also maintains links with UN organisations, regional institutions, the scientific community, the public and private sector, civil society organisations and the media. 

The appointment of Dr. Denis M. Benn, as the ad interim Director to the Secretariat, for the period September 2000 to April 2001,  was very beneficial to the Secretariat. His broad previous experience (with UNDP and with his Government, Guyana), as well as his background in academia was very valuable for the formulation of the conceptual framework for ISDR. He also contributed to an improved synergy between the ISDR Secretariat and partner organisations.  

As a result of a rigorous selection process, which included several Task Force members, Mr. Sálvano Briceño, a national from Venezuela, was designated as the new Director of the Secretariat for the ISDR and will take up the position on 25 June 2001. Mr. Sálvano Briceño has been involved since 1978 in senior positions at the Ministry of Environment and Renewable Natural Resources in Venezuela, with the World Conservation Union (IUCN), with the United Nations, as the Coordinator of UNEP’s Caribbean Environment Programme based in Jamaica, in Geneva as well as the Coordinator of Intergovernmental and Institutional Support, at the newly established Climate Change Secretariat (UNFCCC), and as Deputy Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD).  In all the above posts Mr. Briceño had specific experience relevant to disaster reduction.  Most recently, Mr. Briceño has held a position with UNCTAD in Geneva.
As the Secretariat depends exclusively on extra-budgetary resources, fundraising has been a priority, but challenging, issue.  Pending the selection and appointment of the new Director several Member States expressed their support to the on-going process of ISDR. Countries such as Canada, Norway, Denmark and Philippines joined Sweden, Japan, Italy, South Africa and Switzerland and contributed to the ISDR Trust-fund. Germany also pledged support for the African outreach and other issues related to the work of the Task Force and global report. Many donors expressed high expectations and interest in the issuing of an annual (or biannual) global report on disaster reduction, but so far insufficient resources have been pledged in order to move the process forward; only the Japanese Cabinet has provided funding for half of the needed budget. Build a closer relationship with the donor community in the near future in order to broaden the donor base for the ISDR Secretariat remains a priority in order to allow it  to perform its requested task in line with  its work plan, as well as other important functions such as the backstopping of the Task Force and its Working Groups.

The Secretariat has dedicated much effort during the period to establish transparent and efficient administrative procedures, including budgeting and reporting. The management aspect of these efforts has also included the establishment of a strategic workplan for the Secretariat, as well as individual work plans for staff members.

In the implementation of the workplan, the Secretariat will act in close collaboration with governments, national platforms, sub-regional and regional institutions, various UN agencies, the scientific community, the private sector, NGOs and other stakeholders in the ISDR community.

It is expected that by the end of 2001, the conceptual foundation of the ISDR will be fully elaborated, the UN message on disaster reduction clearly articulated and a number of initiatives implemented to support the furtherance of the objectives of the ISDR. 

C. Achievements according to the Workplan 2001

The following information is not exhaustive but intends to indicate where the Secretariat is heading in the fulfilment of its objectives.

I.- Policy Formulation

Framework for Action

The Inter-Agency Task Force, at its third meeting held in Geneva on 3 – 4 May 2001, decided to endorse the third draft of the “Framework for Action for the implementation of the ISDR” pending its revision based on final comments
 made during the meeting by Task Force members.

The Framework is the basic guide for implementing agencies and partners to implement the vision of the ISDR. It is part of an evolving process and will be reviewed regularly in order to reflect changes and emerging trends in the field of disaster reduction.  The Inter-Agency Task Force also decided to bring the Framework document to the attention of ECOSOC at its forthcoming session in June. 

Rio+10 process and World Summit for Sustainable Development, 2002

The objective of integrating disaster reduction concerns into the philosophy of sustainable development plans and activities is especially relevant in light of the current review of the achievements of Agenda 21. This review, the Rio+10 process, is taking place at international, regional, national and local levels, and will lead up to the World Summit for Sustainable Development to be held in year 2002 in Johannesburg.

The Secretariat for the ISDR has therefore engaged in a proactive strategy to inform stakeholders in the context of the follow-up to Agenda 21 of the importance of disaster reduction. The purpose is to ensure that the issue is recognised as an important aspect of the future agenda for sustainable development. All Task Managers within the UN System dealing with the reporting for each of the 40 chapters of Agenda 21, have been briefed on the importance to include disaster reduction measures as part of the sustainable development agenda for the future. Contacts have also been made with the regional commissions, UNEP regional offices and other regional stakeholders that are engaging in the regional processes of  the review. Comments have been provided to several chapter reports and general information on disaster reduction has been widely circulated through DESA. The goal is that 
disaster reduction will be included as a crosscutting issue in the documentation which is being prepared for the World Summit, as well as a distinct chapter in the follow-up action plan for sustainable development. As requested by the Third Task Force meeting, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Mr. Kenzo Oshima, has already sent a letter to the Bureau Members of the CSD 10, to pursue this. 

The Secretariat for ISDR is also engaged with the UN Department for Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), NOAA and ESCAP in the organisation of a Symposium on Water Related Disasters, to be held in Bangkok, late August 2001. One of the out-comes of this symposium will be an input on the issue of floods and drought vulnerability to be fed into the global sustainable development agenda, including the International Conference on Freshwater to be held in Bonn, Germany in December 2001, as well as for the Rio+10 process and the World Summit in 2002.  

Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries 

The Third Conference on the Least Developed Countries took place in Brussels on 14-20 May 2001. The Member States adopted a Programme for Action for Least Developed Countries for the decade 2001-2010. Commitment 6, “Reducing Vulnerability and Protecting the Environment” also addresses the need to alleviate vulnerability to natural shocks. This commitment refers to the need for effective and flexible mechanisms to facilitate the transition from emergency phases to development. It outlines in paragraph 77 actions to be taken by LDCs and by development partners in disaster reduction. This paragraph stipulates that Developed Countries should give priority to LDCs in substantive programmes and institutional arrangements for implementing the goals of ISDR. 

Istanbul+5 meeting

A major reason for the increase in the impact caused by natural disasters is related to urban patterns and population density in high-risk areas, as well as fragile shelters, infrastructure and weak organisational structures to deal with risk reduction. Mega-cities pose serious challenges, not only for sustainable livelihoods and pollution, but also in terms of risk management. The ISDR Secretariat prepared a statement on disaster reduction and human settlements to be presented by one of the Task Force members, Mr. Noda from Japan, who will be chairing a thematic groups during the Istanbul+5 meeting of the General Assembly to be held in New York 6-8 June, 2001.

Input for the SG General Reports

The ISDR Secretariat has drafted the report on the implementation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction to be presented by the SG to the United Nations General Assembly through ECOSOC.

Furthermore, the ISDR Secretariat has provided advice on the text of other SG’s reports under the responsibility of the Under Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs.

The Secretariat has also drafted the Secretary-General’s Report on El Niño as well as an input related to disaster reduction for the report on Small Island Development States for this year’s ECOSOC session.

The ISDR Secretariat provided a substantive section to the UN Secretariat to be included in the Road Map towards the implementation of the Millenium Declaration that the UN General Assembly adopted in 2000, to compile with the goal of pursuing the reduced impact of natural disasters in the future.

Legislation and disaster reduction
A discussion paper on Aspects of Liability in Disaster Reduction (2001) has been prepared, following a study on legal aspects prepared for the Second Task Force meeting in October 2000. 

II. Inter-sectoral and Multi-disciplinary Initiatives

Annual Report on Disaster Reduction

One of the newest activities initiated during the period covered by this Information Note, includes the decision to prepare a Global Report on Disaster Reduction initiatives in support of the ISDR. This periodic report, which will be substantive in nature, is expected to provide the international community with an assessment of progress made in the implementation of the Strategy and also identify gaps in terms of policy or institutional arrangements at the national, regional or international level. 

The Advisory Panel for the Report met in April 2001 and provided substantive guidance relating to the content for the report, as well as policy orientation for the Report. A questionnaire was prepared by the Secretariat and sent to all countries, to serve as a tool for information gathering (replies are expected not later than July). Terms of reference for regional consultants and regional partner organisations to carry out regional analysis of trends and in-depth studies have been negotiated and some contracts are in place. A principal support editor, Dr. Ian Davis from Cranfield University, was also identified.

The exact release date cannot be confirmed at the present stage but a first Draft for circulation for comments is expected for later this year.

III. Inter-Agency Co-ordination

Follow-up and backstopping of the Inter-Agency Task Force is a main function for the Secretariat, including the organisation of the IATF meetings. The Second meeting was held in October 2000, and the third meeting was held in early May 2001.  Backstopping of the existing four working groups has been evolving depending on the needs and requests from the lead agency of each group.  A general conclusion from the third IATF meeting was that the Secretariat should became more involved in the work and the dissemination of the results of these working groups.

The ISDR Secretariat has also participated in relevant Inter-Agency fora related to humanitarian and development strategies, to highlight the issue of disaster reduction as appropriate.

One of the significant achievements during the period, was the Inter-Agency Committee for Sustainable Development (IACSD) meeting held in 22-23 March 2001 in New York recognising disaster reduction as an important and crosscutting issue. It was recommended during the meeting that disaster reduction should be included on the Agenda for the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002.

The SG Report on the Implementation of ISDR includes a comprehensive chapter on the achievements of most of the UN agencies related to ISDR. This is suggested to be a regular reporting mechanisms to enhance further inter-agency cooperation and information sharing.

Scientific and Technical Sub-committee of the UN Commission for the Peaceful Use of Outer Space 

For the first time, the work of ISDR relating to the use of space applications for disaster reduction was discussed in February 2001 by this Committee. It was possible due to the increased inter-agency collaboration between the ISDR Secretariat and OOSA, the Office for Outer Space Affairs. The two offices maintain a close link with international space agencies and with the Committee for Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) to devise guidelines for developing satellite applications for disaster reduction, focused on vulnerability issues rather than hazard research. This new approach, supported by many in the space community, is seen as an opportunity to use space-based solutions to achieve practical results for communities at risk.

IV. Elaborate Risk Reduction Methodologies and Guidelines

The Risk Assessment Tools for Diagnosis of Urban Areas against Seismic Disasters RADIUS follow-up in 2001 

The Secretariat for ISDR has been promoting the achievements of the Risk Assessment Tools for Diagnosis of Urban Areas against Seismic Disasters (RADIUS) in order to help societies understand the risk and develop appropriate earthquake disaster management plans, especially in developing countries. The Secretariat has been distributing the RADIUS Summary Report with a CD-ROM which contains all the final reports, guidelines and software developed by the initiative. The Secretariat has also been promoting information exchange among the cities through the RADIUS network as well as through the RADIUS homepage (http://geohaz.org/radius.html) and the ISDR homepage (http://www.unisdr.org). 

The methodology used in RADIUS has been recognised and accepted by various communities of the world. It also triggered additional initiatives, which aim to reduce seismic disasters. The Global Earthquake Safety Initiative (GESI), being implemented by GeoHazards International (GHI) and the United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD), builds on the RADIUS methodology to help cities recognise and reduce their risk of life loss in earthquakes. The goal of the initiative is to motivate action by producing results that are non-technical and easy to understand. The results must identify the elements in a city which contribute to its vulnerability, broadly evaluate the effectiveness of mitigation in reducing future casualties, and highlight the vulnerability of school children and the potential to reduce that risk. In total, 21 cities participated in the effort, out of which 13 cities were participants of RADIUS initiative.
Findings of the initiative were discussed at two workshops at the beginning of the year 2001 in which a representative of the Secretariat participated: 1) Asian Workshop in Kobe, Japan, 29-31 January; 2) Latin American Workshop in Quito, Ecuador, 5-7 March. The participants of these workshops concluded that GESI had the potential to raise awareness and motivate action, that international organisations could play an important role in implementing the project and coordinating local actions, and that the project should be expanded to assess vulnerable systems such as hospitals and transportation systems. Participants praised the emphasis of the project on prevention and long-term planning, and provided important suggestions on how the project could be continued. 

New initiatives and activities are being carried out as a result of the local RADIUS process, as for example the set-up of disaster management department in Municipalities of the RADIUS case study cities in order to continue the efforts. A meeting in the context of the United Nations Agenda 21 review process was held on 4 April 2001 in Izmir, Turkey, to discuss the earthquake impact mitigation efforts which the city has been undertaking after RADIUS. 

The Secretariat is implementing a The need to hold regional workshops to learn from the recent disasters (El Salvador, India) has been pointed out repeatedly. This may also contribute to a review of the impact of RADIUS that will be carried out with GHI and be a stepping stone to hold regional workshops to promote the use of the Assessment tool for awareness building of seismic risk. 

Guidelines for Reducing Flood Losses
The principle output of the Symposium on Water Related Disasters to be held in Bangkok by the end of August 2001 (DESA, NOAA, ESCAP and ISDR Secretariat) will be an update of the Guidelines for Reducing Flood Losses produced following the Symposium on Flood Forecasting for the Americas, held in Brazil, in November 1999. This document will be broadened to provide a global vision of future challenges and provide concrete methodologies to reduce the impact of water related disasters in line with the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.

V. Sharing Lessons Learnt

India

The Secretariat for ISDR is collaborating with OCHA, UNDP and the Government of India in the undertaking of a two-day workshop on Disaster Management in the aftermath of the Gujarat earthquake, in mid-June 2001, to provide decision makers in India with a discussion forum on international disaster management issues. An international and inter-agency workshop on disaster management, focus on mitigation, is also planned to be held together with the Government of India in late 2001 or early 2002.

El Salvador

The regional unit for Latin America and the Caribbean of the ISDR Secretariat participated and contributed in the data collection (affected population) during the second disaster impact evaluation mission carried out by ECLAC after the second earthquake that hit El Salvador on 14th February 2001. The mission took place 24-28 February, and gathered participants from the following organizations: ECLAC, ISDR, PAHO, UNICEF, BCIE, UNESCO, UNDP, PMA.

As a result of the mission, preparations begun for a Lessons Learned Workshop, which is currently being prepared by PAHO and ISDR, in collaboration with national authorities as well as with other UN agencies and NGOs. The workshop is scheduled to be held in San Salvador from 4-6 July.

VI. Revised and Expanded Disaster Reduction Terminology
The ISDR Secretariat presented the third Task Force meeting with a first draft version of a compilation of existing definitions of terms related to disaster reduction. This constitutes the first step in the effort to prepare an Updated and Expanded Terminology on Disaster Reduction which, when fully developed, will serve as the reference for the international community. 
The list of terms constitutes the universe of disaster reduction and is defined from more that 30 sources.

Disaster reduction, within ISDR, has been defined by the Secretariat as “all actions that involves measures designed to avoid or limit the adverse impact of natural hazards and related environmental and technological disasters (prevention, mitigation and preparedness)”.

VII. Promote Increased Awareness of the Importance of Disaster Reduction

Public awareness, including the promotion of a “disaster prevention culture” as well as resilient communities, is a cross cutting function for the ISDR Secretariat and also a goal for the Strategy.

Development of new information line on ISDR

A new line of information material is being developed about ISDR, the ISDR Secretariat and Task Force, including clear definitions on disaster reduction and related concepts. The purpose is to have a consistent (from one product to the next) and recognisable image of ISDR globally, and to make the UN message on disaster reduction intelligible. A design has been created which is being used in the new ISDR folder, the ISDR brochure, the ISDR poster, the ISDR mobile exhibit structure, the monthly ISDR Highlights and the ISDR 2001 World Disaster Reduction Campaign announcement (please see below). The folder, poster, Highlights and campaign announcements have been finalised. The other items are in preparation. A mass mailing of the new ISDR brochure, poster and folder is foreseen -end of June- in order to introduce current and future working partners (UN system, Governments, NGOs, academia, media, educational networks, etc..) to the new line and disaster reduction concept.

2001 World Disaster Reduction Campaign
The UN World Disaster Reduction Campaigns are organised on an annual basis. Their aim is to increase public awareness, world-wide and across all professional sectors, about what can be done to reduce the vulnerability of societies to the socio-economic impact of natural hazards. The campaigns are based on a different theme each year.

The theme of the 2001 campaign was chosen as “Countering Disasters; Targeting, Vulnerability”. There are three sub-themes to the campaign under which practical examples of vulnerability reduction are given: 


• The Role of Science and Technology in Disaster Reduction


• Building Disaster Resistant Infrastructures


• Mobilising Local Communities in Reducing Disasters

The detailed campaign announcement which contains the theme of the campaign, suggestions for activities, the guidelines of two risk mapping contests and definitions of concepts related to disaster reduction has been produced in English, Spanish, Russian, and Arabic. Remaining UN languages are in translation. A mass-mailing is in process and the information is available on the web (www.unisdr.org)
UN agencies, regional organisations, NGOs, Universities, volunteer groups, researchers, insurance specialists and companies are in the process of contributing to the campaign information material which will be in the form of a printed information kit, a poster, a radio programme and an exhibit module. Collaboration over the production of the support material insures partnership building, one of the tools towards reaching the goals of ISDR. The Campaign, through its theme, sub-themes, announcement and support material is destined to maximise awareness on disaster and disaster-related issues through sound information and interactive activities. 

ISDR Publications
The ISDR Secretariat launched a “prevention series” and a children’s publications series. The first prevention series publication is on the Usoi Landslide Dam and Lake Sarez (2000). The second issue is in its last stages of translation and deals with some lessons learnt from Hurricane Mitch (produced with the Pan-American Health Organization). Discussions on the third issue have started which will be on volcanic disaster reduction. As part of the 2000 World Disaster Reduction Campaign, a special leaflet for children was produced on wildfires. A leaflet for children about volcanic disaster reduction is in preparation and will be published in December 2001.

Both the prevention series and the children’s line are destined to build up a library of knowledge and thereby reaching current and new target groups by keeping them interested in disaster reduction issues.

The ISDR Secretariat has recently issued a publication on UN Resolutions and related documents on Disaster Reduction as well as a study on the 1999 earthquake in Izmit, Turkey. 

UNISDR Highlights

The design of the monthly newsletter Highlights has been reviewed. Each issue now contains the latest news related to ISDR and partner-related activities and one or several feature articles on disaster reduction related issues. The purpose is not only to provide factual information on most recent and upcoming activities but to develop the highlights into a substantial information vehicle thereby keeping the audiences interested in disaster reduction activities world wide informed and creating a demand for information. The Highlights are distributed to over 1000 email addresses every month, covering the main partners in disaster reduction at the national, regional and international level. The list is constantly updated and added on.

UNISDR in the media

From December 2000 to April 2001, articles on disaster reduction with reference to ISDR have appeared in TIME, the National Geographic (currently out of print, more copies expected next month), The UN Chronicle, UN Special, The Hazards Observer and EL Pais among others. Maximise media outreach ensures that the disaster reduction message reaches specialised audiences as well as the general public thereby creating wider informed target audiences.
Information network

The ISDR Secretariat is currently considering the possibility of developing a contact list of public information focal points in the disaster reduction community so as to start discussions on trends and needs in public information activities related to disaster reduction and facilitate the dissemination and sharing of information.

VIII. Improve and expand existing resource center and website

-Websites

A revised version of the ISDR Website (www.unisdr.org) website was launched in April 2001 and will be developed further by the ISDR to serve as a joint platform for disaster reduction information and as an additional tool to raise public awareness and pursue information exchange and discussions. Two governments have expressed interest in sponsoring the development of the final version of the ISDR Website as well as the Global Disaster Reduction portal. Discussions have been initiated with the World Bank Disaster Management Facility to collaborate as well in this area.
Activities designed to further develop this tool in order to better serve the national and international communities, include:
Support for ISDR National platforms/focal points: 


-
host webpages for  countries that do not have access to the internet or lack sufficient financial or human resources to prepare a website (currently being done for the Forum of Committees of Central Europe)

· the ISDR Secretariat will compile the information available on its website on CD-ROMs /DVD, and send them, on a regular basis or upon request, to the countries.



· design and set up a global disaster reduction portal

Technical issues:


-
develop a suitable design for a new information structure.


-
apply appropriate advanced software: search engines, integration of MICROISIS database for the online Resource centre, listservers, webcam, etc.

As part of the partnership with other organisations in the set up of the Regional Disaster Information Centre (CRID), a regional website for Latin America and the Caribbean has also been developed.  This multi organisational initiative, in both Spanish and English, includes the ISDR Secretariat and partners such as PAHO/WHO; IFRC, CEPREDENAC and others: www.crid.or.cr Similar regional information networks and collaborative mechanisms are foreseen to be developed in other regions as ell, under the auspices of ISDR.

The Resource Centre of the Secretariat for the ISDR, which was set up in July 1998 during the IDNDR, is open to the public. It comprises a reference library on disaster reduction with, publications, reports and information material on World Disaster Reduction Campaigns published by the secretariat and partner organisations, country information, videos, CD‑Roms, a collection of specialised newsletters and magazines on disaster prevention. The centre offers online information with full text documents.
IX. UN Sasakawa Award for disaster reduction 
History of the Prize 

The United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction is, together with WHO Sasakawa Health Prize and the UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize, one of the three prestigious prizes established in 1986 by Mr. Ryoichi Sasakawa, the Founding Father of the Nippon Foundation (formerly the Sasakawa Foundation) in order to contribute to international initiatives of a humanitarian nature aimed at improving social, cultural and economic well-being and at combating poverty around the world. In 1998, the Secretariat for the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR) was assigned responsibility to administer the disaster reduction Award. Since January 2000, the Secretariat for the ISDR has taken over this responsibility and the Director of the ISDR is the official administrator of the Award.

Activities carried out by the ISDR Secretariat in 2001 

The identification of outstanding contributions to disaster reduction contributes to raising awareness and stimulates exchange and publizicing of good-practices to reduce vulnerability. The United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction is therefore an active element of ISDR’s promotional activities. An international roundtable of former UN Sasakawa Award laureates is being planned for later in 2001 as a “lessons learned” exercise to discuss the progress made in the field of disaster reduction, in both the scientific and social fields that could be fed into other areas of dissemination within ISDR.

The composition of the Sasakawa Jury is being reviewed, respecting a balanced geographical and gender distribution. A jury meeting will be held, as in the past, during the summer to select the Sasakawa Laureate 2001.

Consultations were held at the beginning of the year with the Nippon Foundation to slightly modify the name of the award in order to ensure consistency with the concept of disaster reduction and the new International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR). The Award is now called United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction. 
The Nomination Booklets for the selection process 2001 have been widely disseminated. Special efforts were made this year to ensure the translation of the Nomination Booklets in French, Spanish and Russian in order to facilitate applications from a broader range of disciplines and regions. Detailed information regarding the United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction is available at the ISDR Website (www.unisdr.org).

X. Promote Regional Outreach for ISDR Secretariat

The Secretariat has developed a draft internal strategy paper for regional outreach during the reporting period. This paper outlines the purpose of the regional approach of the Secretariat for ISDR. In partnership with exisiting regional mechanisms or organizations, the Secretariat will seek:

· To contribute to an improved disaster reduction culture and action within a specific geographic area, sub-region or region, that shares similar problems in terms of risk, language and/or idiosyncrasy;

· To link and serve as bridge for the global concerns and strategic policies with the regional perspectives and needs, as well as to bring national and regional input into consideration for  global policy issues on disaster reduction;

· To convene interaction and collaboration with and among existing regional, international and national organisations in all fields related to disaster reduction, especially related to information management and public awareness;

· To promote information exchange and dissemination on disaster reduction; and

· To raise political awareness and mainstreaming of disaster reduction into sustainable development processes in the regional context.

In addition to the existing regional outpost in Costa Rica for Latin America and the Caribbean (funded through Swedish contribution to ISDR and support from the Pan American Health Organisation), similar arrangements have been negotiated for Africa in Nairobi in partnership with UNEP, for the South Pacific in Fiji with SOPAC ; and for South East Asia with ADPC in Bangkok. Specific proposals for these to sub-regions are expected to be fully developed for the second half of 2001. Discussions have also been held with OCHA in the context of the development of the Kobe Center in Japan to include a disaster reduction advisor for the future Kobe Memorial Centre.

Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC)

The ISDR outpost for this region builds on the previous IDNDR unit, established in 1992 and hosted in the subregional office for disaster preparedness of PAHO in Costa Rica. In January 2001, the previous Head of this unit moved to the policy post at the Secretariat in Geneva and was replaced by a colleague who has been working for the IDNDR Secretariat since 1995, Elina Palm. In April a new coordinator was contracted for the multi-organizational Regional Disaster Information Center (CRID) also supported by PAHO/WHO, IFRC, CEPREDENAC and others. 

The ISDR Secretariat reional staff participated in political and technical for a, such as the 

· 23rd session of the RAIV Hurricane Committee as well as in the 13th session of the Regional Association IV (North and Central America), held in Maracay, Venezuela from 26 March to 6 April. Professor Obasi, Secretary General of WMO, encouraged the Regional Association to develop appropriate strategies to mitigate the impact of hurricanes and to ensure the involvement of the national meteorological and hydrological services in the implementation of ISDR objectives. As a result of the briefing by ISDR, the Regional Association also encouraged it members to develop closer synergies with other organizations active in disaster prevention, such as PAHO and CEPREDENAC.       

· ISDR also participated in a technical meeting in Washington organized by CRED (Brussels), hosted by the World Bank Disaster Management Facility (DMF), where streamlining of databases on disasters were discussed.
· ISDR has engaged with the Inter American development Bank, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the Central American Integration Bank in discussions regarding implementation on public awareness programmes to forward disaster reduction in the region.

One of the most important tasks for the regional outreach is to pursue information exchange and public awareness among countries and stakeholders. Some of the activities carried out in this regard, which is best done in partnership and at a regional level, are:

-
A radioprogram (RADIONOVELAS) is being prepared in collaboration with PAHO, CEPREDENAC and IOM (International Organisation for Migration).  The objective of the one month radioprogram (20 minutes per day) which will be targeted to disaster prone communities in all Central American countries is to make communities more knowledgeable on what they can do to make themselves safer from disasters. The program will be broadcasted in Central American countries in August-September.

· Guidelines for “How to elaborate a risk map of your community?” are being prepared in collaboration with PAHO. The guidelines will be a contribution to the ISDR public information campaign.

· a renewed Regional ISDR website is under preparation (to be launched in June-July). The objective of this initiative is to facilitate the information dissemination through Internet. 

· ISDR Monthly Highlights were translated into Spanish and disseminated widely.  

· A portable poster exhibit on ISDR was prepared and printed with the objective to display it conferences to inform about ISDR and its activities at the regional level.

Another important function is to provide the educational community with input to pursue risk and disaster reduction as part of curricula.. Several Universities in the region participate in this effort and the ISDR staff is giving lecturers on themes related to Disaster Management and Risk Reduction. During the period these included regional training courses held at the University of Costa Rica together with Swedish SSPA, the 
Advanced Regional Disaster Management Training Course (DMP-2001), 
· 
· 
· 
· 

Cooperation with Europe

Member States of the European Union, at the national level, fully recognised the need for disaster reduction and most of them have engaged in active international cooperation in the field of science and technology during the IDNDR through their national committees. They are also in favor of elaborating a common policy on risk reduction at the European level. However, it should be noted that the European administrations and in particular the European Commission, have tended to assimilate prevention to preparedness, disaster relief and civil protection with the objective to protect civilian and economic assets from natural and technological disasters rather than to prevent those from happening. This position differs largely from the ISDR mandate, which consists in targeting vulnerability in order to avoid or limit disasters. 

Member States of the EU have to be encouraged to restructure their own national capacity often dispersed at present between many ministries, in order to approach disaster reduction as a global issue in the context of sustainable development and the environment.
The Secretariat for the ISDR shared its draft “Framework for Action for the Implementation of the ISDR” with the European Commission (DG Environment), which is preparing a Green Paper on natural and technological risks.

XI. Strengthening links with National Committees/Platforms

Special emphasis is increasingly put on interacting with national platforms. They all represent the active substantive partners and stakeholders for disaster reduction at national level and are part of the global ISDR network. These entities ensure a maximizing effect for the implementation of the policies and measures to reduce the impact of disasters promoted by the ISDR Framework.

The transition from IDNDR to ISDR in relation to the management/policy towards national platforms/committees is a process requiring the involvement of governments.  In this respect and in keeping with the spirit of Secretary-General’s Report A/54/497 and Resolution 54/219, the Secretariat for the ISDR asked governments to review the situation prevailing in their country with regard to disaster reduction in line with the changes that have occurred at international level and reminded them of the need to support the ISDR by designating successor arrangements to the IDNDR National Committee and/or Focal Points
.  These entities should benefit from the necessary legitimacy and support in seeking to articulate the interests of various segments of the disaster reduction community at national level and share their individual experience at international level. 

As per Secretary General’s report A/54/497, the Secretariat for the ISDR has been assigned important backstopping responsibilities for National Platforms. A “Strategy for Cooperation with National Platforms/Focal Points” is currently under preparation and will be shared shortly with interested entities for comments. This strategy, which should be read in conjunction with the “Framework for Action for the Implementation of the ISDR”, builds on the IDNDR experience and proposes principles, incentives and measures to strengthen the links between the national platforms and the Secretariat for the ISDR with a view to enhancing their cooperation towards the fulfilment of the vision and objectives of the ISDR. 
XII. Promote closer links with the Scientific Community in support of the implementation of the ISDR

Science and technology play an important role in risk reduction activities. During the first year of functioning of the ISDR, it has been mentioned as a need to improve networking mechanisms within the ISDR Framework with researches and scientists in all fields related to disaster reduction to increase the involvement of the scientific, technical and academic communities in the formulation and implementation of disaster reduction strategies. This has become an important challenge for the Secretariat. Task Force members as ICSU, UNESCO and WMO are key partners with the Secretariat for this issue.

ISDR Secretariat, June 2001
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� Comments included the need to not to restrict the composition of working groups in any way; emphasise the importance of education at all levels and in particular in schools; acknowledge the usefulness of land use management and planning taking into consideration the zones endangered by past inadequate use; concentrate on poverty as an related issue related to land use management; and give due recognition to the environment as an asset to be spared from degradation as much as preventing human, economic and social losses.
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� The Director a.i. of the Secretariat for the ISDR sent a letter to that effect to all permanent missions in Geneva on 13 March 2001.
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