Second Hemispheric Encounter

National Mechanisms and Networks for Risk Reduction

“Encounter of Santa Marta: from Theory to Practice”

CALL FOR CASE STUDIES, LESSONS LEARNED AND BEST PRACTICES

Message from the Minister of Interior and Justice

I am pleased to announce the Second Hemispheric Encounter on National Mechanisms and Networks for Disaster Risk Reduction: “Encounter of Santa Marta: From Theory to Practice,” which will be held on 14-16 April, 2010 in Santa Marta, Colombia.

The Encounter of Santa Marta is being convened and organized by our Government, through the Ministry of the Interior and Justice and its Directorate for Risk Management for Disaster Prevention and Relief (DGRPAD), the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (GS/OAS), through its Department of Sustainable Development (OAS/DSD), and the Secretariat of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), through its Regional Office for the Americas, UNISDR Americas.

The main objective of the Encounter is to foster the sharing and exchange of successful experiences and good practices in Disaster Risk Management and Climate Change Adaptation, as implemented by existing National Mechanisms and Networks in the hemisphere. The ultimate goal is to advance the establishment and strengthening of National Platforms for Disaster Risk Reduction under the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA).

Likewise, the Encounter seeks to build the basis for the establishment of a regional mechanism, which will enable the dissemination of these experiences in order for these to reach the most vulnerable populations and be replicated at the community level in our respective countries. For that reason, it is also intended to facilitate the strengthening of national platforms through international cooperation mechanisms among countries of the hemisphere, agencies of the UN and Inter-American Systems, as well as other international social organizations and networks, within the scope of disaster risk management. 

The Encounter of Santa Marta will be the second hemispheric encounter organized by OAS/DSD and its Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM) in cooperation with the Government of Colombia. This second encounter will take place within the framework of the process for the establishment of the Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in the Americas, which was initiated in Panama, on March 19 of 2009, during its First Session.
FABIO VALENCIA COSSIO 

Minister of Interior and Justice- Republic of Colombia

THE CALL

The call for good practices aims to identify experiences that fall within any of the five thematic areas listed here below, in keeping with the five priority for action of the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA), and which serve to define the thematic sessions within the meeting itself.  
1. Financing (relating to HFA priorities 1 and 4)
a. Risk transfer mechanisms

b. Resource management 

c. Public and private investment

d. Financing tools 

2. Governance (relating to HFA priority 1)
a. Sector agendas 
b. Planning at the different levels of government 

c. Decentralization
d. Participation of civil society and the private sector

3. Disaster Risk Management (DRM) and Adaptation to Climate Change (CCA) (relating to HFA priorities 2 and 4)
a. Watershed management

b. Environmental management

c. Use of Climate Change scenarios
4. Land-use & Territorial Planning (relating to HFA priority 4)
a. Codes, regulations and standards
b. Information tools (e.g. Geographic Information Systems)

c. Land-use planning

d. Urban and rural human settlements

e. Resettlement programs

5. Preparedness, Early Warning Systems (EWS) and Education (relating to HFA priorities 2, 3 and 5)
a. Early warning systems

b. Emergency preparedness

c. Protocols for relief assistance

d. Public education and awareness-raising

Each of the thematic sessions will seek local, national and/or sub/regional experiences that are linked with the creation, development and sustainability of national and local systems and mechanisms for DRM and CCA.

Selection criteria

· Thematic relevance: relating to risk reduction and/or risk management in keeping with the thematic areas mentioned above.
·  General approach: methodological and conceptual approach, depth of analysis, overall coherence and strength of argument.
· Relevance: innovative practices and lessons learned in relation to the objectives of the Second Hemispheric Meeting.
· Replicability: it can be applied or adapted to different social, economic, financial, political, institutional, physical and/or environmental conditions.
· Sustainability: the establishment and / or understanding of the social, economic, financial, political and institutional conditions needed to ensure sustainability over time.
Given that only a limited number of experiences can be presented during the Hemispheric Encounter; the final selection will be based on the criteria presented here, as well as on geographic and sectoral considerations in order to ensure broader representation.


The selection process

The selection of experiences will be conducted by the Program Committee (see Annex I).  If considered necessary, relevant national and/or regional agencies may be consulted on a case by case basis. A total of three to four cases for each of the five thematic areas listed above will be selected for presentation within the plenary session of the II Hemispheric Encounter.  These, as well as other experiences that meet the selection criteria will be included in a digital compendium and will be given the opportunity to participate in a poster session during the meeting.
Who may present an experience?


Government agencies, non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations and cooperation agencies from local, national and regional levels

Notification of selection and funding


A communication will be sent by the program committee to all participating parties, informing as to the final selection of practices to be presented within the plenary session at the II Hemispheric Encounter. 

One representative of each experience selected for presentation at the II Hemispheric Encounter may qualify for financial support for their travel to Santa Marta. 

Deadline for the submittal of experiences

Only those proposal summaries submitted prior to 20 February 2010 will be considered for selection.


The program committee will review the proposal summaries and will contact the authors no later than 28 February 2010. The authors of experiences pre-selected will then be asked to submit a more detailed description of the experience by no later than 20 March 2010 with a maximum of 8 pages (single-spaced, Arial 10 font).


Proposals should be sent to:

Risk Management Division of Colombia
Ms. Ibeth Castro Gómez                                                             ibeth.castro@dgr.gov.co
 
With copy to:
 
UNISDR Americas 
Ms. Margarita Villalobos                                                             mvillalobos@eird.org
 
Organization of American States
Mr. Wilkferg Vanegas                                                                 wvanegas@oas.org
Questions concerning this call for good practices should be directed to Wilkferg Vanegas: wvanegas@oas.org
Requirements for the presentation of the experiences:
	Title



	Country or Region where the experience takes place



	Name of the institution submitting the experience



	Other Institutions involved in the experience



	Name and position of the contact person- Surname, Name



	Telephone(s) / Fax - including country code



	E-mail



Thematic focus:

In the table below, score the relevancy of your experience from 1 to 5, with 5 being the most relevant, for each of the 5 thematic areas.  Likewise, assign a percentage to each of the sub-themes in which you feel the experience is related.

	 Financing (          )

 a. Risk transfer mechanisms                          %:

 b. Resource management                              %:

 c. Public and private investment                     %:

 d. Financing tools                                           %:

	Governance (          )
a. Sector agendas                                              %:

b. Planning at different levels of government     %:

c. Decentralization                                             %:                

d. Participation of civil society / private sector    %:



	DRM and CCA (          )
a. Watershed management                         %:

b. Environmental management                   %:

c. Use of Climate Change scenarios           %:


	Land-use & Territorial Planning (              )
a.  Codes, regulations and standards                %:

b.  Information tools (e.g. GIS)                           %:

c.  Land-use planning                                        %: 

d.  Urban and Rural Human Settlements           %:

e.  Resettlement programs                                 %:



	Preparedness, Early Warning Systems (EWS) and Education (          )

a. Early warning systems                                 %:

b. Emergency preparedness                            %:

c. Protocols for relief assistance                      %:

d. Public education and awareness-raising      %:


	


Executive Summary: In the table below, provide a summary of the experience, maximum 350 words, single-spaced and Arial 10 font. The executive summary should focus on lessons learned, factors contributing to the experience’s success, weaknesses, challenges and opportunities; providing the socio-economic and physical context in which the experience takes place. 
In a separate sheet, please provide references for this experience: individuals involved in the experience - technical staff and experts, decision-makers, community members, etc. – along with their contact data as well as the URLs where further information and related documents may be found.
Professional experience and background on the topic: In the following table, please provide a short bio of 2 to 3 paragraphs (single-spaced, Arial 10), about the person who, if selected, would present this experience within the II Hemispheric Encounter.  Please describe briefly educational background and professional training, work experience and other pertinent information. 

ANNEX I

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Ms. Luz Amanda Pulido

Risk Management Directorate
Director

Telephone: (57 1) 375 1078 – 360 0368 / Fax: (57 1) 375 1077

luzap@dgpad.gov.co
Mr. Pablo González

General Secretariat of Organization of American States
Department of Sustainable Development-SEDI

Chief, Risk Management and Adaptation to Climate Change (RISK-MACC)

Telephone :(1 202) 458 3274

Pgonzalez@oas.org
Mr. Ronald Jackson 

Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (OPDEM) of Jamaica
Director

Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM)

Co-Chair
Telephone: (876) 928 5511 / Fax: (876) 928 5503

rjackson@odpem.org.jm
Mr. Ricardo Mena

UNISDR Americas

Coordinator

Telephone: (507) 317 1120

rmena@eird.org 

Mr. Walter Ricardo Cotte

Colombian Red Cross

Executive Director

Telephone: (57 1) 437 6328 – 437 6329 / Fax: (57 1) 428 7596 IP 6002

walter.cotte@cruzrojacolombiana.org
Mr. Jeremy Collymore

Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA)

Coordinator 
Telephone: (246) 425-0386 / Fax: (246) 425-8854

cdera@caribsurf.com; jc@caribsurf.com
Mr. Iván Morales

Centro de Coordinación para la Prevención de los Desastres Naturales en America Central (CEPREDENAC)

Executive Secretary
Telephone: (502) 2390 0200
imorales@sica.int
Gral. Luis Felipe Palomino Rodríguez

Instituto Nacional de Defensa Civil (INDECI)

Chief
Comité Andino para la Prevención y Atención de Desastres (CAPRADE)

Pro tempore President

Telephone: (51 1) 224-0918/ 9 353-6001

LFPalomino@indeci.gob.pe 

Mr. Gabriel Fuks

MERCOSUR Representative

Comisión Cascos Blancos
President

Telephone: (54 11) 431-20152
gfu@mrecic.gov.ar
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